TACT
regarding the uncommended dress. If he is tactless, lie may
blunder into a thousand extravagances of language, a series
of explanations and lies of great magnitude, from a yearning
to express strong but unexamined emotion or approval.
But a tactful young man, speaking from his heart, may say
1 love you/ and the world will be changed for both the
costumiers and himself.
Upon the other hand, he may use those same words upon
another occasion, when they are inappropriate, and may
arouse impatience, and even anger- Having had one stupe-
fying success with the phrase, he may use it as a catchword.
He may employ the wrong tone, laughingly, solemnly,
bluntly, stupidly; and he will gain nothing by his speech.
Because the essence of tact is itsjustcssc. If it is not exactly
right, it is all wrong. If it is natural and beautiful, it arises
from the heart It is the fruit of intimate imagination, which
is the power to feel what other persons feel. It is an intuitive
power, which only the imaginative can possess.
By large numbers of people, imagination is confused with
poetic invention. The more grandiose a poet's conception
is, the more imaginative it is supposed to be. Nothing could
be more false. The imagination of the poet is shown in his
power to create the replica of his vision so intensely as to give
his readers something akin to his own experience. He has
felt so strongly, that we are able to feel with similar strength.
The power of the novelist, although less sublime than that
of the poet, resembles it to this extent, that what he describes
must have been seen and felt with such vividness as to con-
vince and absorb us. He must, that is, have put himself in the
place of each character, in each scene, so that we, in reading
what he has written, make the same imaginative excursion
into other hearts and other minds. The tactful person is,
according to my view, third in the scale of imaginative crea-
tures. The tactful person imagines those with whom she has
to deal. She instinctively puts herself into their bones, their
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